How do academic papers look like (overview)? 

[Prof. C. Dörrenbächer]




0. Title Page / Length 1 page  

· Name, affiliation, address 

· Abstract 

· Key words 



1. Introduction / Length: 1-2 pages

· Indicate the main topic and maybe make a link to current affairs

· Indicate the particular academic discussion your paper/research relates to

· Shortly describe the research gap your paper addresses
· Indicate, how your paper/research addresses the research gap (conceptually and empirically)
· Shortly explain what the main argument of the paper is  

· Provide an overview on the paper



2. Literature review / Length: 4-6 pages (longer in theses) 

· Indicate the more general  academic discussion(s) your paper/research aims to contribute to 
· Select relevant streams of literature to build on and explain your choice
· Give an analytical description of the basic contents of the individual streams of literature selected in relation to the topic you have chosen for your paper.

· Provide an overview table in which you give relevant details of all papers used in your literature review (author/s, source, main argument, main findings, data used, etc.) 

· Develop out of the different streams of literature the research gap your paper will address by indicating missing or weak treatment of relevant issues by the incumbent literature 


3. Conceptual model / analytical framework  Length: 2-3 pages

· Define the ‘what’, ‘ why’ and ‘how’ of the research underlying your paper. In particular define:

· Your unit of analysis 

· The dependent variables (what will be studied) 
· The independent variables (what has an impact on what you study) 

· Hypotheses on how do dependent and independent variable relate to each other 




4. Methodology / Length: 1-2 pages (longer in theses) 

· Indicate and motivate the basic methods chosen referring to methodology literature. 
· Indicate and motivate the data gathering process

· Evaluate the validity, reliability and usability of your research 


5. Findings / Length: 3 - 5 pages (longer in theses) 

· Present (describe) the empirical results of your research. Do it in a structured way and motivate the structure. Do not engage in any interpretation here 


6. Analysis and discussion / Length: 2- 3 pages (longer in theses) 

· Interpret your findings in light of the conceptual model used  

· Indicate how your findings match with your hypotheses and your main argument
· Draw theoretical conclusions by relating your findings to the literature discussed in your literature review 


7. Conclusions / Length: 2-3 pages

· Quickly recall (on 0,5 -1 page):

·  the topic of your study
·  the research gap 
·  your research question
·  the methods used 
·  your main findings 
· Positively describe the various contributions your research (paper) is adding to the literature 

· Indicate problems and limitations 

· Specify further research triggered by your findings 

· Discuss practical, managerial or political  implications (in case the topic of your paper allows for that) 


8. Bibliography 

Annexes




